Harness Racing Comes Home to Regina

West Meadows Raceway is almost finished being built and will be part of the race circuit this year
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Harness racing has been without a home in Regina for over six years.  But that's no longer the case as West Meadows Raceway (WMR) is preparing for their first year on the Saskatchewan racing circuit. 
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Glenn Le Drew, the raceway's director, says that WMR is a humble track with a modest budget.  And although the track has been in the works since 2006, construction didn't actually begin until spring of last year.  Le Drew attributes the speed at which the facility has come together to those who had the focus and desire to bring harness racing back to the Queen City.  He says "it was built by people who wanted to see it succeed."  Even the land that the track is built on was leased to them for 20 years by a fan of the sport. 

The track, which is located two miles west of the city, is the first in the province that's open 365 days a year to harness racing enthusists.  The first group of standardbred horses have already been moved into the barn.  In the spring WMR will see the construction of their clubhouse and bleachers.  This facility is outdoors, and allows spectators to enjoy the sunny Saskatchewan weather, as well as to get an up close and personal view of the races. 

Le Drew says that WMR will be small scale to start off with, but is optomistic about the growth potential of the track and its reputation.  "It will open the door for people to come to Regina from places within the province, and outside the province."  He also mentions that when racing ceased at Queensbury Downs, many members of the community left the city in order to find places where they could continue to race.  And while he doesn't claim that those people will move back to the area, he does say that WMR could be an attractive asset for out of province harness racing enthusiasts who are considering moving to Saskatchewan to work. The fact that Regina now has a year round training facility may draw some people from all over Canada who are involved in the harness racing industry.
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Le Drew is confident that WMR will increase the number of horses ready for opening day at Yorkton in May.  WMR has applied for six racing days this year, and is waiting to hear back from government officials on how many of these days will be approved.  Any confirmed dates will hopefully extend the racing season.  As it is, there is racing in Yorkton from May until September, and in Saskatoon from September into October.  Because of this, Le Drew hopes that WMR's days will be in mid to late September, so that there is a consistancy in the scheduling of race days throughout the season.

